
Construction

Understanding the Hazard
Exterior Wall Assemblies

The Hazard 
Some wall assemblies consist of an interior lateral support system and substrate 
covered by insulation and a protective weather coating. In many cases, exte-





What You Can Do at  Your Facility

Soon:
n	� Develop a prefire plan with the public 

fire service to ensure hose streams 
and water supplies are adequate and 
accessible for the location, arrange-
ment and position of the building. 
Provide additional hydrant protection 
as needed.

n	� Replace deteriorated exterior wall 
construction where practical.

n	� Under no circumstances should the 
amount of combustible insulation used 
be greater than that which has been 
satisfactorily fire tested.

n	� Ensure new construction complies 
with the manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions, and the installation conforms  
to that of assemblies having been  
satisfactorily tested for fire, wind, 
water penetration and impact  
resistance.

While specific loss details are not available, outside the United States numerous 
fires have damaged high-rise building facades made of polyethylene-core  
MCM panels. Such panels do not meet U.S. fire code requirements for  
high-rise buildings. 

Loss Examples 
Example 1  
A new, seven-story office building using an EIFS as an exterior cladding was lo-
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